
7th and 8th grade men-

tors.  

As we implement 

BA6GM this year, we 

are using these points 

to guide mentor expec-

tations for impact at 

each grade level 

(please see the next 

page). 

Enjoy the school year 

and welcome back to 

BA6GM (and to 

BA7GM and to 

BA8GM!)  

This school year is our 

third program year, and 

we are looking forward 

to another exciting 

year!   

We welcome over 170 

new 6th grade mentors 

who are joining the 

nearly 200 7th and 8th 

grade returning men-

tors this school year.  

The BA6GM partners 

and staff have worked 

hard this summer to 

recruit new 6th grade 

mentors, and we thank 

you for your support. 

On Saturday, Septem-

ber 17th, new 6th grade 

mentors will participate 

in our  largest mentor 

training at the Pitts-

burgh Obama 6-12 

school in East Liberty.  

We also will offer a 

“refresher” training for 

So you participated in the 

evaluation of Be a 6th Grade 

Mentor, and you are wonder-

ing if filling out those surveys 

is leading to anything informa-

tive regarding how your role as 

a mentor is impacting your 

mentee. Here’s the good news! 

You are making a difference 

that you do not even realize! 

 

Early adolescents often seem 

to almost take a joy in making 

it appear that adults have little 

to no influence on them, but 

you do! The evaluation has 

found that mentees generally 

are positive about their rela-

tionships with their mentors, 

the impact of the program on 

their career exploration and 

school engagement, whether 

they would recommend the 

program to peers, and the over-

all quality of the program.  

Here are some of the specifics 

that show you matter: 

1.Quality of Relationship - 

Your ability to connect with 

the mentees is the key to your 

effectiveness as a mentor and 

overall impact on the mentee. 

If there is one thing on which 

you need to be focused to 

have an impact on a student’s 

life as a mentor, this is it, and 

here is how you are doing: 

¶Over 85% of mentees are 

happy with you! (continue on 

page 2) 

We are back together again!  

Welcome Back to BA6GM! 
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O U R  S C H O O L S :  

¶ Pittsburgh Alle-

gheny Traditional 

Academy  

¶ Pittsburgh Arse-

nal Middle School  

¶ Pittsburgh Classi-

cal Academy  

¶ Pittsburgh King 

ALA  

¶ Pittsburgh 

Schiller Classical 

Academy  

¶ Pittsburgh South 

Brook Middle 

School  

¶ Pittsburgh South 

Hills Middle 

School  

¶ Pittsburgh Ster-

rett Middle 

School  

 

 

O U R  A G E N C I E S :  

¶ Big Brothers Big 

Sisters (BBBS)  

¶ Communities In 

Schools (CIS)  

¶ Mt. Ararat Com-

munity Activity 

Center (MACAC)  

 



 
BA6GM Grade Flow  



rently doing in school mat-

ters for what they want to 

achieve in life. 

¶ Almost 80%became aware 

of the education needed to 

attain the career in which 

they are interested, and you 

helped over  

 

3. School Attitudes and Behav-

iors – We expect these im-

pacts to be lower than the 

relationship and career ex-

ploration outcomes since 

they are more indirect as 

program goals and will take 

greater time to realize. Nev-

ertheless, the data show you 

are benefitting in these areas 

as well. 

¶ Over 70% of mentees say 

you make them want to do 

¶ Over 78% say you make them feel good 

about themselves.  

¶ 75% feel you understand them. 

 

2. Career Exploration – A major goal of 

Be a 6th Grade Mentor is to help stu-

dents who could most benefit from 

mentoring to become aware of future 

career possibilities since they may not 

always have access to examples of a 

variety of career options. Awareness of 

future careers increases school effort by 

helping students learn the purpose for 

school. 

¶ Over 78% of mentees learned about 

more possibilities for careers than they 

knew before having you in their lives. 

This is a key goal of BA6GM – to help 

students learn all the future possibilities 

in front of them. 

¶ 75% to realize why what they are cur-

well in school. 

¶ Almost 65% of mentees are 

trying harder in school because 

of your advice and support. 

¶ Over half (53%) are actually 

trying harder to follow the rules 

in school than in their pasts 

because of your influence! This 

finding stands in stark contrast 

to your beliefs about your im-

pact on their abilities to stay out 

of trouble in school. Only 23% 

of you felt you caused your 

mentee to stop getting in trou-

ble in school. 

 

In a nutshell, mentees give you far 

greater credit for influencing their 

lives in positive ways than you 

realize. The full evaluation report 

will be available in November. 

United Way of Allegheny County/BA6GM 

1250 Penn Avenue 

P.O. Box 735 

Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0735 

Phone: 412-456-6770 

Fax: 412-394-5376 

E-mail: mentoring@uwac.org 

 Be a 6th Grade Mentor  pairs Pittsburgh 

Public Schools students with caring adult men-

tor who helps them develop career aspirations 

that propel them toward academic proficiency 

and ultimately success in careers and 

life.   Mentors have the opportunity to help and 

learn from a wonderful 6 th grader once a week 

at one of 8 city middle schools.  

 Currently, we have 188 new 6th grade 

mentors to work with us this school year, but 

we are looking for nearly 62 more people to 

work with 6th graders at BA6GM schools  

Please pass this information on to a friend!  

For more information or to sign up to Be a 6th 

Grade Mentor , please visit 

www.bea6thgradementor.org.   
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